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From the Principal...

Il vividly remember the holidays of my chil dhood. )\

We had no particular responsibilities as young kids because our job was to be a student. We cleared the supper
table and made our beds, and, on weekends, were supposed to cooperate to clean the house. (The youngest ar
shortest dusted the bottom parts of the furniture
cordial candies on the brace under the corner of the dining room table.) We might fight with each other but we
were expected to take care of each other too.

We attended Catholic schools, all four of us. We were not allowed to wonder IF we would go to college, but
WHICH college we would attend. For my first generation American parents, education was an investment in our
future. |l recognized the commitment but didndt con

Each of us was expected to learn to play an instrument. Our parents paid for our weekly lessons and we were

expected to practice. One Christmas we discovered we all knew some Christmas carols and so we proudly decic
to play together. We unhappily learned that a piano, a trumpet, and a B flat clarinet could not use the same shee
music. The recital was really dreadful yet my pare

Last spring when | was with the eighth grade on a field experience that included touring the Tarentum Education
Coal Mine, I truly understood why my parents invested in our education. My grandfathers, their fathers, had beer
coal miners. Newly arrived from Italy and speaking no English, these gentle men went into the bowels of the ear
each day to provide for their families and invest in their future in their adopted country.

We always had great stuff and Christmas was always bountiful. However, | have been blessed in my life becaus:
my mother and dad invested in my education, had high expectations for my moral decisions, disciplined with love
and consistency, and instilled in me a faith that has carried me through many tribulations.

Few of wus are wealthy by societyds standards yet w
children die daily without i1it. We have an abundanc
our student throw away each day. Other children in Erie go to school not only to learn, but to eat breakfast and
lunch, frequently their only meals. We have warmth and turn our thermostats down to save energy. But others
must wear their coats and turn on their stove to stay warm. We have shelter and others live in a car, if they have
one.
Saint Luke tells us much will be required of the person entrusted with much; not — —~
Afexpectedd but Arequired. o My parengvs\csa;§ 4*””;/
M ]
|

s uspe
requirement. Dividends are defined as something good or desirable that is gain=A\| 7\/‘ (W
as a bonus. Warm and prayerful Christmas blessings for you as you maintain /)} Jr ‘
tradition of investing in the morals, knowledge, faith and discipline of your U
children. The dividends are grand.




LUKELINES

Preschool News

November and December
are flying by for preschool.

It was wonderful to see so
many parents at
conferences in November.
Please remember that you
can contact us anytime you
have concerns.

In November the
students were busy learning
about foods that are
harvested in the fall and
creating projects that
celebrated everything we are
thankful for. We also had fun
working our way to the
middle of the alphabet. We
finished I, J, K, and L.
Please help reinforce the
letters and sounds that we

have learned already by
reviewing them often.

In December we learned
about the advent wreath and
we all made one of our own.
Every week we lit a new
candl e on
wreath. You can see our
advent wreaths in the hall by
the café. We also had fun at
Santads Secret
would like to thank all the
volunteers for helping us
shop and the 5" grade for
helping us wrap the gifts. It
was a truly wonderful day.

We continued learning
our alphabet sounds by
making moose and mittens
for M week, a nativity and a

Kindergarten News

By the time you read this
Kindergarten Lukeline, the
hustle and bustle of
Christmastime will be just
about over. As always, we
consider ourselves very
blessed to be able to teach
the true meaning of Christmas
in a school setting. To see
Kindergarteners
when they talk
birthdayépricel

The Kindergarteners were
able to spend quality time with
their 6" grade buddies. The
big buddies helped the little
ones shop at
Shop, and they also helped
them wrap their presents. We
were also ready to attend our
first Mass with our big buddies
to celebrate the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception.

The Christmas musical
was a success, (but how could
it not be??? The children
looked so angelic on stage
singing to thei
content!) Hats off to Mrs.
Minick for all of the time,
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effort, and patience she put
into the musical! We thank
you!

A great big hank you, in
advance, goes out to all of the
parents who will help with the
classroom Christmas parties!
Thank you especially for
taking the time out of your
busyfdaydoebe with iisg h t
a bAs the truelwengerunsoiihs
Bnally arrive, we need to
remind you of several things.
First, please assume we will
be going outside everyday
(unless it is raining.) That
meansdhe chitdeec shauld
have hats, boots, gloves, and
show pants to wear to enjoy
playing in the snow. All
children are required to go
outside if the class is going
outside, so please make sure
your little one has the proper
attire to stay warm. Next,
during the snowy weather, the
Kindergarteners will enter the
school ¢heough thedgym doors.
The 8" grade patrols will
assist in informing you when
that takes place. Finally,

u

naughty/nice list for N week,
and ornaments for O week.
We worked hard to fill baby
Jesusd manger
by making good choices.
(Each time we were caught

e v e r \baing goddswe added

another piece of hay.) Some
of us also created Christmas
pictures and cards for
sddrers who cavWeot come
home for Christmas. They
were sent off to a U.S. troop
in another country.

We would like to wish all
St. Luke families a wonderful
Christmas and a truly
blessed New Year.

Mrs. Robarts
Mrs. Herrmann

when the children enter the
building through the gym
doors, the parents are asked
to remain outside just like at
the center doors in the
morning. Learning to get out
of boots, hats, gloves, and
coats and to

hoes and organize all of

ose belongings is a
tremendous learning
experience for the
Kindergarteners. Yes, it takes
us 20 to 30 minutes at first to
get them all ready to begin the
day, but, like anything that
takes practice, the children
become independent and self-
sufficient. They also learn to
help each other.

put

As always, thank you for your
support. Have a safe and
Happy New Year!

Mrs. Miklinski
and Mrs. Barbalaci

HAPPY

N R



First Grade News

We would like to thank all
of the moms and dads who
came in for conferences over
Thanksgiving break.
Hopefully the children (and
parents) were able to
celebrate the holiday with
family and friends and found
many blessings in their lives
for which to thank God.

Advent has been a very
important topic in our
classrooms as we discuss
ways in which we can prepare
our hearts for the birth of
Jesus Christ. We have also
been reading Bible stories
about the promise that God
made to send us His Son,
Jesus. The children have
enjoyed walking around the
school to see how the different
classes have been decorating
the Advent wreaths on their
doors.

Facts, facts, facts! Now is
the time to work with your
child to memorize their
addition and subtraction facts.

The best way is to practice for
short periods everyday. You
could do this with flashcards,
dry erase boards, computer
games, and going over daily
class work and homework.
Working with the fact families
also helps the children see the
relationship between addition
and subtraction.

We are now well into our
second reading book and the
stories are becoming more
exciting, but more challenging.
Again, daily practice with the
high frequency and story
selection words and spelling
words, reading for the Book-It
program, and just reading for
enjoyment with your child will
boost their confidence and
reading skills essential for
success as a reader!!!

First grade has a new
favorite word these days and
are enjoying the first big
ASNOWO .
we can certainly remember
the excitement of being 6 or 7

Second Grade News

ltds hard to
coming to an end, December has
been a very busy month in
second grade. We loved going
to Santads
wrapping our gifts with our 7%
grade buddies. Also collecting
gifts for our Advent project was
very rewarding, knowing that we
were able to do something nice
for somebody else. We put a lot
of time into practicing for the
Christmas program. Mrs. Minick
did a great job preparing us. We
hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did!

Even though we have been so
busy with seasonal things, we
still managed to fit our school
work in too! In math class we
have been working on addition
with regrouping. Practicing basic
facts for a few minutes each day
will really make a difference in
how quickly the students are able
to complete their worksheets and
homework. Two-digit subtraction
will begin by the middle of
January.

In reading class, we are
finishing up our first reader and

b e Iworkbwok in thérett feve vie€k9

and we will get our 2" book by
the end of January. The Reading
Counts and Book It programs are

S e c r e tgreatmotipatots forimdependent

reading. Keep encouraging your
child to continue working to reach
his/her monthly goal.

During the month of January
we will begin preparing for our
First Reconciliation. We will have
a mandatory parent meeting on
Wednesday, January 13 to talk
about how you can help your
child prepare for the sacrament.
After the New Year the students
will have the opportunity to recite
their prayers for us. We will be
working on the Act of Contrition
at school but the children will
also need to practice at home.
Second grade will be planning
and participating in the school
masses for the first two weeks in
January. The kids would love for
you to attend if you are available.

Finally, the t
waiting for since the first day of
school, CURSIVE WRITING! We
will start cursive as soon as we
return from vacation. We will

Through

hing

years old seeing those first
flakes fall as we watch them
smile and laugh while
attempting to catch
snowflakes on their tongues!
Remember to send warm
clothes with your children
each day as we will go outside
and enjoy the weather. The
fresh air is great for the
children and gets them
energized for a wonderful
afternoon of learning. Please
be sure to have names in all
clothing (outdoor clothes, gym
clothes, and sweatshirts). If
you have extra snow pants,
your children are welcome to
leave a pair here in school for
outside recess.

Have a blessed Christmas
and remember to welcome
Jesus into your hearts.

Peace, happiness, and
good health are the wishes
that first grade send out for
the New Year. Seg gos on
Monday, January 4, 2010.

imtroduce the letters one or two at
a time. We encourage extra
practice at home. Please do not
move ahead to letters that have
not been taught in class. If the
children do not learn how to form
or connect the letters correctly, it
is very difficult to break the habit.

Please remember, we go out
for recess daily (weather
permitting). Children should have
winter coats, snow pants, gloves,
hat and boots every day. All
children will have outdoor recess
with their class, even if they are
not dressed
lot more fun to play in the snow if
they are dressed warmly!
Encourage your child to dress
themselves at home in their
boots, gloves
to waste half our recess time
getting dressed!

Feel free to contact us at any
time if you have any questions or
concerns.
wedve been

Have a Merry Christmas and a

Happy, Healthy New Year!

Mrs. Carmosino and Mrs. Keppel

et
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LUKELINES

Third Grade News

The children in third grade aresubtraction and larger numbers. realistic fiction, fantasy and
preparing for Christmas throughPlease remember to practice  expository nonfiction.
the study of Advent. We have addition and subtraction facts. In Grammar we will be working
discovered many of the symbold\ufltiplication is coming soon.  with nouns, common, proper,
Advent and what they mean. We Science class finds us finishingingular, plural irregular and
are anxious for our Christmas up our unit on the body and possessive.
break. moving to Earth Science. We are

We have enjoyed preparing fexploring topics such as rocks, = We want to wish everyone a
our Christmas show. Thank yowearthquakes, volcanoes, mineralglerry Christmas and Blessed New

Mrs. Minick for all your wonderfand more. Year. Happy 2010!
hel p. Sant ads IeSocialeStudieS Weoape wa s
awesome! We all had fun completing our geography chapter.Mrs. Steward and Miss Nicolia

shopping for that special someoWée are discovering many things

Wrapping was a challenge! It waBout landforms.
a great day! In Language Arts we are Me VVY

We have our new Math booksvorking on Unit 2. We will be Cl“ T
We have begun working with  reading examples of historical and V'f Maf

Fourth Grade News

The fourth grade has enjoyed a We have just finished using ouhe composition of matter. The
busy autumn and are now old Math books. If you would likestudents enjoyed using everyday
preparing for the birth of our  an old book to use at home, pleadethes to make posters and learn
Savior, Jesus Christ. In Religioncontact Miss Drathman or Mrs. with one another over the period of
class we have learned about theDesrochers. There are still someseveral classes.

Ark of the Covenant and have saidhilable. We will begin using the The 4th grade teachers thank all
the rosary as a class. The rosaryjiew Math books this week. The of the parents for coming to our
prayers were given as a Spiritualew books are larger than the oldonferences and we are grateful
Bouquet to Mrs. Stalsky in honovai e s s o your c Hordll thd gou dodov cairstudartsy

i ﬁﬁ national Principal Day. fit. Please send in an XL book We look forward to celebrating this
k(\’ r\ In Social Studies the studentscover so that we may keep our joyful season with you and your
X % worked in pairs to design small new books in great shape. children. Please continue to email
¥ businesses. Each team wrote We continue to read our weekty call us with any questions or
{F about what their business wouldsheries in our Readers. The concerns you many have.

like. They answered questions students now have the workbooks
concerning how they would payt®go with their readers. Each childGod Bless!
the stastip costs, who they wouldhould be reading their weekly

hire, and who would their targetstory aloud to a parent or older ~ Mrs. Desrochers
customer be. In December we wdibling each week. Spelling and  Mrs. Drathman
be learning about he Southeast Reading tests are usually given on
Region of the United States andFridays.

what the states in that region havdn Science the students

in common with one another. completed a project that dealt with
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Fifth and Sixth Grade News

In Sixth Grade Social Studies we arel equation§Ve should be able to sure that your son/daughter is looking
continuing our study of Europe and test out of the chapters with additionover their notes every night. This is
Russia. We just completed our studgwalbtraction, and multiplication of ~ very important. Also, ask them about
Europe in the Middle Ages with our decimals, as they were covered in thkeir narrative essays that they have
fiCastl e Project . ddbdoklefensfitthighders hegd tal weriten.gTihey dre very creative and
their own castles. If you have a charomntinue to practice their multiplicationteresting. Thédrade is continuing
please stop up on the second floor dadts, too. to use the-dquare method when
see our display of castles. We have ju®oth grades will be completing thevriting their essays. | am here after
begun our study of the Czars of RusBi@acesan Math Assessments beforeschool every day except on Fridays. If We just completed our
The students will be expected to  ChristmasThis is a timedpplythe  your son/daughter is having a problem,  study of Europe in the
complete a research paper about orgroblem solving skills they have please have him/her stay after for one Middle Ages with our
of the Czars we are studying. The learned in class. onone practice. | ask that they give me fiCastle Project.o
students will also study the correct forrEvery year Mrs. Carrand | liketoa day6s noti ce i n c atudentsdesigngd theip ¢
to us when doing a research paper. have the students read a ndwis.  available. own castles. If you have
Ask your student which Czar he or spear the fifth grade is reddlagd of  In @ Grade Reading we have just ﬁnc?ﬁé‘gi Cpgig‘ifoitr"gn‘ép
will be reporting on and what they halve Blue Dolphin&/e are readingthef i ni shed the story Ee@’gu?d?splegr pfowbar
learned about him or her. book together and discussing Camed. This story waggste@bout a crow

In Fifth Grade Social Studies we summaries that the children have that becomes attached to a family and
have just completed our study of thewritten as we go aloigere will be  becomes their pet. It goes through the
first explorers to come to the New periodic quizzes and a profeabte many di f ferent aspects of a crowds |
World and the Native Americans thewas sent home previously explainingvithin this family unit and shows
interacted with while exploring. Our this projecMore information will different examples of how clever crows
project was to design a Pueblo Villag@low.Please ask your child whatther ¢ i n | i fe. We are starting to read
We have just completed our projectdook is about, how he/she is enjoyindni ver seo which i s also an expositor
please come up to the second floor #melbook, and what their favorite parbh@nfiction story. It explains the nature
see them. so far.We will practice the skills of of the universe. Please make sure your

In Fifth Grade Religion we have identifying cause and effect, solving gon/daughter is looking over their
been working on understanding howpt@blem, reading a map, and vocabulary words every night and their
use the Bible. We had a very summarizing. spelling words as well.
interesting and informative class on thén Fifth Grade English, the students In Sixth Grade Religion class we
Bible with Monsignor Tom. We haveare busy at work. They have finishequst finished lessons on chastity and
completed our study of Chastity andtheir Unit 3 Test and are now on Uniae#e working on lessons in Stewardship.
are well on our way with Stewardshipdjectives. During class they have We will be covering the meaning of Information has
We will be taking part in a Stewardstagen notes, worked individually andAdvent and doing some activities and been sent home
Day with two other schools at St.  with partners to answer questions, apijects related to Advent. We will also about Science Eair
Mar k6s on Dec e mbleave ddng mini prgeats such ashcortse discussing the Meaning of God in .

. . : : . . projects. Please ask
year the fifth grade will be doing ourstrips. These are just a few things thettapter 4 of our book. A
your child if you

version of Kris Kringle. Ask your  we do to understand the material. In Fifth Grade Science we are -
children about t Bleasepnake suee gdur.sonlddughtelismningmose about how plants and have not seen it.
will agree that the children will have §mng over their notes every night. animals have adapted to their
with it. Also, ask them about their Ghost  environments. Hopefully, each parent

The state of Pennsylvania finally stories that have gone home in has seen and gone over the papers

passed the budget, so our new matfThursday folders. They were very about the Science Fair project. If not,
books havarrived. There are a few spooky and creative. Please talk to please ask your child about them. Their
concepts that were not covered in  your son/daughter about making surguestion was due November 30. More
chapters one and two in the old books edit their work as this is very dates will follow.
for botht®and € grades but are important when writing. Also, | am herén Sixth Grade Science we are
presented in the new books. So | anafter school every day except on  learning more biological change and
working on catching the children up Bridays. If your son/daughter is havadpptation. Each child brought home a
those skills, then we can go from  a problem, please have him/her staypacket of papers explaining the
there.The sixth grade will be workingfter for orenone practice. | ask thatScience Fair project. Please ask your
on divisibility, prime and compositet hey gi ve me a dehyddosthesegpapersikyouihavemoa s e |
numbers, and factorizatbomastery am not available. seen them yet. | will send more dates
of the basic multiplication facts will heljpn Sixth Grade English the studensoon.
them immenselplease continue to are continuing on with Unit 3 Verbs.
work with your child on those facts. We have been taking notes and

The fifth grade will review divisionworking individually and with partners Mrs. Carr, Mrs. DiGello
with 2 digit divisors and then jump inba book work in order to better Mrs. Denslinger, Mrs. Coverdale
the chapter on algebraic expressionsinderstand the material. Please make
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