
I vividly remember the holidays of my childhood. My parents were not wealthy but I didnôt know that.  

 

We had no particular responsibilities as young kids because our job was to be a student. We cleared the supper 

table and made our beds, and, on weekends, were supposed to cooperate to clean the house. (The youngest and 

shortest dusted the bottom parts of the furniture and thatôs when he discovered that Mother hid her stash of cherry 

cordial candies on the brace under the corner of the dining room table.) We might fight with each other but we 

were expected to take care of each other too. 

 

We attended Catholic schools, all four of us. We were not allowed to wonder IF we would go to college, but 

WHICH college we would attend. For my first generation American parents, education was an investment in our 

future. I recognized the commitment but didnôt comprehend why it mattered so much. 

  

Each of us was expected to learn to play an instrument. Our parents paid for our weekly lessons and we were 

expected to practice. One Christmas we discovered we all knew some Christmas carols and so we proudly decided 

to play together. We unhappily learned that a piano, a trumpet, and a B flat clarinet could not use the same sheet 

music. The recital was really dreadful yet my parents didnôt mind the cacophony because we were their little band. 

  

Last spring when I was with the eighth grade on a field experience that included touring the Tarentum Education 

Coal Mine, I truly understood why my parents invested in our education. My grandfathers, their fathers, had been 

coal miners. Newly arrived from Italy and speaking no English, these gentle men went into the bowels of the earth 

each day to provide for their families and invest in their future in their adopted country. 

 

We always had great stuff and Christmas was always bountiful. However, I have been blessed in my life because 

my mother and dad invested in my education, had high expectations for my moral decisions, disciplined with love 

and consistency, and instilled in me a faith that has carried me through many tribulations. 

 

Few of us are wealthy by societyôs standards yet we have so much. We have clean water. Six thousand African 

children die daily without it. We have an abundance of food. If youôve volunteered in our cafeteria you see what 

our student throw away each day. Other children in Erie go to school not only to learn, but to eat breakfast and 

lunch, frequently their only meals. We have warmth and turn our thermostats down to save energy. But others 

must wear their coats and turn on their stove to stay warm. We have shelter and others live in a car, if they have 

one. 

Saint Luke tells us much will be required of the person entrusted with much; not  

ñexpectedò but ñrequired.ò My parents, and I suspect your parents, exceeded the  

requirement. Dividends are defined as something good or desirable that is gained  

as a bonus. Warm and prayerful Christmas blessings for you as you maintain the  

tradition of investing in the morals, knowledge, faith and discipline of your  

children. The dividends are grand.  

From the Principal... 
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Editor: Andrea Lutz  
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     November and December 
are flying by for preschool.  
It was wonderful to see so 
many parents at 
conferences in November. 
Please remember that you 
can contact us anytime you 
have concerns. 
      In November the 
students were busy learning 
about foods that are 
harvested in the fall and 
creating projects that 
celebrated everything we are 
thankful for. We also had fun 
working our way to the 
middle of the alphabet. We 
finished I, J, K, and L. 
Please help reinforce the 
letters and sounds that we 

have learned already by 
reviewing them often. 
      In December we learned 
about the advent wreath and 
we all made one of our own. 
Every week we lit a new 
candle on everyoneôs 
wreath. You can see our 
advent wreaths in the hall by 
the café. We also had fun at 
Santaôs Secret Shop. We 
would like to thank all the 
volunteers for helping us 
shop and the 5th grade for 
helping us wrap the gifts. It 
was a truly wonderful day. 
      We continued learning 
our alphabet sounds by 
making moose and mittens 
for M week, a nativity and a 

naughty/nice list for N week, 
and ornaments for O week. 
We worked hard to fill baby 
Jesusô manger with soft hay 
by making good choices. 
(Each time we were caught 
being good we added 
another piece of hay.) Some 
of us also created Christmas 
pictures and cards for 
soldiers who can not come 
home for Christmas. They 
were sent off to a U.S. troop 
in another country. 
     We would like to wish all 
St. Luke families a wonderful 
Christmas and a truly 
blessed New Year. 
 

Mrs. Robarts 
Mrs. Herrmann 

effort, and patience she put 
into the musical!  We thank 
you! 
     A great big hank you, in 
advance, goes out to all of the 
parents who will help with the 
classroom Christmas parties!  
Thank you especially for 
taking the time out of your 
busy day to be with us. 
     As the true winter months 
finally arrive, we need to 
remind you of several things.  
First, please assume we will 
be going outside everyday 
(unless it is raining.)  That 
means the children should 
have hats, boots, gloves, and 
snow pants to wear to enjoy 
playing in the snow.  All 
children are required to go 
outside if the class is going 
outside, so please make sure 
your little one has the proper 
attire to stay warm.  Next, 
during the snowy weather, the 
Kindergarteners will enter the 
school through the gym doors.  
The 8th grade patrols will 
assist in informing you when 
that takes place.  Finally, 

     By the time you read this 
Kindergarten Lukeline, the 
hustle and bustle of 
Christmastime will be just 
about over. As always, we 
consider ourselves very 
blessed to be able to teach 
the true meaning of Christmas 
in a school setting. To see 
Kindergartenersô faces light up 
when they talk about Jesusô 
birthdayépriceless. 
     The Kindergarteners were 
able to spend quality time with 
their 6th grade buddies. The 
big buddies helped the little 
ones shop at Santaôs Secret 
Shop, and they also helped 
them wrap their presents. We 
were also ready to attend our 
first Mass with our big buddies 
to celebrate the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
     The Christmas musical 
was a success, (but how could 
it not be??? The children 
looked so angelic on stage 
singing to their heartsô 
content!)  Hats off to Mrs. 
Minick for all of the time, 

when the children enter the 
building through the gym 
doors, the parents are asked 
to remain outside just like at 
the center doors in the 
morning.  Learning to get out 
of boots, hats, gloves, and 
coats and to put on oneôs own 
shoes and organize all of 
those belongings is a 
tremendous learning 
experience for the 
Kindergarteners.  Yes, it takes 
us 20 to 30 minutes at first to 
get them all ready to begin the 
day, but, like anything that 
takes practice, the children 
become independent and self-
sufficient.  They also learn to 
help each other.   
 

As always, thank you for your 
support.  Have a safe and 
Happy New Year! 
 

Mrs. Miklinski   
and Mrs. Barbalaci   
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     We would like to thank all 
of the moms and dads who 
came in for conferences over 
Thanksgiving break.  
Hopefully the children (and 
parents) were able to 
celebrate the holiday with 
family and friends and found 
many blessings in their lives 
for which to thank God. 
     Advent has been a very 
important topic in our 
classrooms as we discuss 
ways in which we can prepare 
our hearts for the birth of 
Jesus Christ. We have also 
been reading Bible stories 
about the promise that God 
made to send us His Son, 
Jesus. The children have 
enjoyed walking around the 
school to see how the different 
classes have been decorating 
the Advent wreaths on their 
doors. 
     Facts, facts, facts! Now is 
the time to work with your 
child to memorize their 
addition and subtraction facts.  

The best way is to practice for 
short periods everyday. You 
could do this with flashcards, 
dry erase boards, computer 
games, and going over daily 
class work and homework. 
Working with the fact families 
also helps the children see the 
relationship between addition 
and subtraction. 
     We are now well into our 
second reading book and the 
stories are becoming more 
exciting, but more challenging.  
Again, daily practice with the 
high frequency and story 
selection words and spelling 
words, reading for the Book-It 
program, and just reading for 
enjoyment with your child will 
boost their confidence and 
reading skills essential for 
success as a reader!!! 
     First grade has a new 
favorite word these days and 
are enjoying the first big 
ñSNOWò. Through their eyes 
we can certainly remember 
the excitement of being 6 or 7 

years old seeing those first 
flakes fall as we watch them 
smile and laugh while 
attempting to catch 
snowflakes on their tongues!  
Remember to send warm 
clothes with your children 
each day as we will go outside 
and enjoy the weather. The 
fresh air is great for the 
children and gets them 
energized for a wonderful 
afternoon of learning. Please 
be sure to have names in all 
clothing (outdoor clothes, gym 
clothes, and sweatshirts). If 
you have extra snow pants, 
your children are welcome to 
leave a pair here in school for 
outside recess. 
     Have a blessed Christmas 
and remember to welcome 
Jesus into your hearts.  
     Peace, happiness, and 
good health are the wishes 
that first grade send out for 
the New Year.  See you on 
Monday, January 4, 2010. 
 

workbook in the next few weeks 
and we will get our 2nd book by 
the end of January. The Reading 
Counts and Book It programs are 
great motivators for independent 
reading. Keep encouraging your 
child to continue working to reach 
his/her monthly goal.   
     During the month of January 
we will begin preparing for our 
First Reconciliation. We will have 
a mandatory parent meeting on 
Wednesday, January 13 to talk 
about how you can help your 
child prepare for the sacrament. 
After the New Year the students 
will have the opportunity to recite 
their prayers for us. We will be 
working on the Act of Contrition 
at school but the children will 
also need to practice at home. 
Second grade will be planning 
and participating in the school 
masses for the first two weeks in 
January. The kids would love for 
you to attend if you are available. 
     Finally, the thing weôve been 
waiting for since the first day of 
school, CURSIVE WRITING! We 
will start cursive as soon as we 
return from vacation. We will 

     Itôs hard to believe that 2009 is 
coming to an end, December has 
been a very busy month in 
second grade.  We loved going 
to Santaôs Secret shop then 
wrapping our gifts with our 7th 
grade buddies. Also collecting 
gifts for our Advent project was 
very rewarding, knowing that we 
were able to do something nice 
for somebody else. We put a lot 
of time into practicing for the 
Christmas program.  Mrs. Minick 
did a great job preparing us. We 
hope you enjoyed it as much as 
we did! 
     Even though we have been so 
busy with seasonal things, we 
still managed to fit our school 
work in too! In math class we 
have been working on addition 
with regrouping. Practicing basic 
facts for a few minutes each day 
will really make a difference in 
how quickly the students are able 
to complete their worksheets and 
homework. Two-digit subtraction 
will begin by the middle of 
January. 
     In reading class, we are 
finishing up our first reader and 

introduce the letters one or two at 
a time. We encourage extra 
practice at home. Please do not 
move ahead to letters that have 
not been taught in class.  If the 
children do not learn how to form 
or connect the letters correctly, it 
is very difficult to break the habit. 
     Please remember, we go out 
for recess daily (weather 
permitting). Children should have 
winter coats, snow pants, gloves, 
hat and boots every day.  All 
children will have outdoor recess 
with their class, even if they are 
not dressed appropriately.  Itôs a 
lot more fun to play in the snow if 
they are dressed warmly!  
Encourage your child to dress 
themselves at home in their 
boots, gloves etc.  We donôt like 
to waste half our recess time 
getting dressed! 
     Feel free to contact us at any 
time if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy New Year! 

Mrs. Carmosino and Mrs. Keppel 
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The children in third grade are 

preparing for Christmas through 

the study of Advent.  We have 

discovered many of the symbols of 

Advent and what they mean.  We 

are anxious for our Christmas 

break.  

 We have enjoyed preparing for 

our Christmas show.  Thank you 

Mrs. Minick for all your wonderful 

help.  Santaôs Secret Shop was 

awesome!  We all had fun 

shopping for that special someone.  

Wrapping was a challenge!  It was 

a great day! 

 We have our new Math books.  

We have begun working with 

subtraction and larger numbers.  

Please remember to practice 

addition and subtraction facts.   

Multiplication is coming soon. 

 Science class finds us finishing 

up our unit on the body and 

moving to Earth Science.  We are 

exploring topics such as rocks, 

earthquakes, volcanoes, minerals 

and more.  

 In Social Studies we are 

completing our geography chapter.  

We are discovering many things 

about landforms. 

 In Language Arts we are 

working on Unit 2.  We will be 

reading examples of historical and 

realistic fiction, fantasy and 

expository nonfiction.   

In Grammar we will be working 

with nouns, common, proper, 

singular, plural irregular and 

possessive. 

  

We want to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and Blessed New 

Year.  Happy 2010! 

 

 Mrs. Steward and Miss Nicolia 

 

 

 

We have just finished using our 

old Math books. If you would like 

an old book to use at home, please 

contact Miss Drathman or Mrs. 

Desrochers. There are still some 

available. We will begin using the 

new Math books this week. The 

new books are larger than the old 

ones so your childôs cover may not 

fit. Please send in an XL book 

cover so that we may keep our 

new books in great shape. 

We continue to read our weekly 

stories in our Readers. The  

students now have the workbooks 

to go with their readers. Each child 

should be reading their weekly 

story aloud to a parent or older 

sibling each week. Spelling and 

Reading tests are usually given on 

Fridays. 

In Science the students 

completed a project that dealt with 

The fourth grade has enjoyed a 

busy autumn and are now 

preparing for the birth of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. In Religion 

class we have learned about the 

Ark of the Covenant and have said 

the rosary as a class. The rosary 

prayers were given as a Spiritual 

Bouquet to Mrs. Stalsky in honor of 

national Principal Day.  

In Social Studies the students 

worked in pairs to design small 

businesses. Each team wrote 

about what their business would be 

like. They answered questions 

concerning how they would pay for 

the start-up costs, who they would 

hire, and who would their target 

customer be. In December we will 

be learning about he Southeast 

Region of the United States and 

what the states in that region have 

in common with one another. 

the composition of matter. The 

students enjoyed using everyday 

clothes to make posters and learn 

with one another over the period of 

several classes. 

The 4th grade teachers thank all 

of the parents for coming to our 

conferences and we are grateful 

for all that you do for our students. 

We look forward to celebrating this 

joyful season with you and your 

children. Please continue to email 

or call us with any questions or 

concerns you many have.  

 

God Bless! 

 

Mrs. Desrochers 

Mrs. Drathman 

Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade News 

Page 4 

LUKELINES 



In Sixth Grade Social Studies we are 

continuing our study of Europe and 

Russia. We just completed our study of 

Europe in the Middle Ages with our 

ñCastle Project.ò The students designed 

their own castles. If you have a chance 

please stop up on the second floor and 

see our display of castles. We have just 

begun our study of the Czars of Russia. 

The students will be expected to 

complete a research paper about one 

of the Czars we are studying. The 

students will also study the correct form 

to us when doing a research paper. 

Ask your student which Czar he or she 

will be reporting on and what they have 

learned about him or her. 

In Fifth Grade Social Studies we 

have just completed our study of the 

first explorers to come to the New 

World and the Native Americans they 

interacted with while exploring. Our 

project was to design a Pueblo Village. 

We have just completed our projects, 

please come up to the second floor and 

see them. 

In Fifth Grade Religion we have 

been working on understanding how to 

use the Bible. We had a very 

interesting and informative class on the 

Bible with Monsignor Tom. We have 

completed our study of Chastity and 

are well on our way with Stewardship. 

We will be taking part in a Stewardship 

Day with two other schools at St. 

Markôs on December 17. Again this 

year the fifth grade will be doing our 

version of Kris Kringle. Ask your 

children about the project. Iôm sure you 

will agree that the children will have fun 

with it.  

The state of Pennsylvania finally 

passed the budget, so our new math 

books have arrived. There are a few 

concepts that were not covered in 

chapters one and two in the old books 

for both 5th and 6th grades but are 

presented in the new books. So I am 

working on catching the children up on 

those skills, then we can go from 

there.  The sixth grade will be working 

on divisibility, prime and composite 

numbers, and factorization.  A mastery 

of the basic multiplication facts will help 

them immensely.  Please continue to 

work with your child on those facts. 

The fifth grade will review division 

with 2 digit divisors and then jump into 

the chapter on algebraic expressions 

and equations.  We should be able to 

test out of the chapters with addition, 

subtraction, and multiplication of 

decimals, as they were covered in the 

old book.  A few fifth graders need to 

continue to practice their multiplication 

facts, too. 

Both grades will be completing their 

Diocesan Math Assessments before 

Christmas.  This is a time to apply the 

problem solving skills they have 

learned in class.  

Every year Mrs. Carr and I like to 

have the students read a novel.  This 

year the fifth grade is reading Island of 

the Blue Dolphins.  We are reading the 

book together and discussing 

summaries that the children have 

written as we go along.  There will be 

periodic quizzes and a project.  A note 

was sent home previously explaining 

this project.  More information will 

follow.  Please ask your child what the 

book is about, how he/she is enjoying 

the book, and what their favorite part is 

so far.  We will practice the skills of 

identifying cause and effect, solving a 

problem, reading a map, and 

summarizing.  

In Fifth Grade English, the students 

are busy at work. They have finished 

their Unit 3 Test and are now on Unit 4 

Adjectives. During class they have 

taken notes, worked individually and 

with partners to answer questions, and 

have done mini projects such as comic 

strips. These are just a few things that 

we do to understand the material. 

Please make sure your son/daughter is 

going over their notes every night.  

Also, ask them about their Ghost 

stories that have gone home in 

Thursday folders. They were very 

spooky and creative. Please talk to 

your son/daughter about making sure 

to edit their work as this is very 

important when writing. Also, I am here 

after school every day except on 

Fridays.  If your son/daughter is having 

a problem, please have him/her stay 

after for one-on-one practice. I ask that 

they give me a dayôs notice in case I 

am not available.   

In Sixth Grade English the students 

are continuing on with Unit 3 Verbs.  

We have been taking notes and 

working individually and with partners 

on book work in order to better 

understand the material. Please make 

sure that your son/daughter is looking 

over their notes every night. This is 

very important. Also, ask them about 

their narrative essays that they have 

written.  They are very creative and 

interesting.  The 6th grade is continuing 

to use the 4-square method when 

writing their essays. I am here after 

school every day except on Fridays. If 

your son/daughter is having a problem, 

please have him/her stay after for one-

on-one practice. I ask that they give me 

a dayôs notice in case I am not 

available.   

In 6th Grade Reading we have just 

finished the story ñWhen Crowbar 

Cameò. This story was about a crow 

that becomes attached to a family and 

becomes their pet.  It goes through the 

many different aspects of a crowôs life 

within this family unit and shows 

different examples of how clever crows 

are in life. We are starting to read ñThe 

Universeò which is also an expository 

nonfiction story. It explains the nature 

of the universe. Please make sure your 

son/daughter is looking over their 

vocabulary words every night and their 

spelling words as well. 

In Sixth Grade Religion class we 

just finished lessons on chastity and 

are working on lessons in Stewardship. 

We will be covering the meaning of 

Advent and doing some activities and 

projects related to Advent. We will also 

be discussing the Meaning of God in 

chapter 4 of our book.   

In Fifth Grade Science we are 

learning more about how plants and 

animals have adapted to their 

environments. Hopefully, each parent 

has seen and gone over the papers 

about the Science Fair project. If not, 

please ask your child about them. Their 

question was due November 30. More 

dates will follow. 

In Sixth Grade Science we are 

learning more biological change and 

adaptation. Each child brought home a 

packet of papers explaining the 

Science Fair project. Please ask your 

child for these papers if you have not 

seen them yet. I will send more dates 

soon.  

 

Mrs. Carr, Mrs. DiGello 

Mrs. Denslinger, Mrs. Coverdale 
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We just completed our 
study of Europe in the 
Middle Ages with our 
ñCastle Project.ò The 
students designed their 
own castles. If you have 
a chance please stop up 
on the second floor and 
see our display of 
castles.  

 

 

 

Information has 
been sent home  
about Science Fair 
projects. Please ask 
your child if you 
have not seen it. 


