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From the Principal...

Sitting on our patio on a summer evening we enjoy seeing and hearing our feathered friends. | always hang

a fuchsia plant for the hummingbirds and they never disappoint us, hovering and humming at each bright

blossom in the fading light. The sparrows and robins take turns in the miniature bird bath, spreading their

wings and splashing happily. Cardinals croon to each other and jays screech. However in the past, when the
cold weather came, the birds would | eave. At | east t

Then, several years ago, my son gave me a tubular plastic bird feeder and a pound of seed. Feeding the

birds was something | had never thought about but | decided to give it a try. Unexpectedly we found

ourselves thumbing through the Petersen bird book and identifying chickadees, slate backed juncos, and

finches. (I noticed that the yellow finches lose their golden during the winter and become rather drab.) The
cardinals precariously perch to grab theirothegtwyobuti t e
theybébre too big for the feeder.

Each winter we come close to outwitting the squirrels but the bold rodents are incredibly creative. One

gigantic, bushy tailed squirrel in particular, perches on the window ledge hoping the feeder will swing its way,

and therebés wusually quite a gathering below the feed
than they eat.

We know that the birds would probably be able to survive without us and yet we feel as though their
existence is easier because of out help. The rhythm of the seasons and the lengthening of days guarantee
the approach of spring, when my husband cleans and stores the feeder and creatures are on their own.
When we were growing up my mother soaked leftover toast bits in a little milk and tossed it out the back
door. As she did the breakfast dishes she enjoyed the birds devouring her treat. Summer or winter, the
routine was the same. It was a small gesture that made a small difference in the world.

The last few years have been unsettling for many of our families. The insecurity of employment has upset the
lives of many, some of whom carefully camouflage their predicaments, while others discretely provide
assistance. The extreme generosity of a few strangers has made a difference for many. Some have come
forward with tuition assistance, some with gift cards, and some with cash. All have asked for anonymity.

We have been promised that as He cares for the sparrows and lilies of the field, that God will take care of us

even more, and this Lent we are offered a chance to become better people by seizing the opportunities to do

what it takes to make a difference. We invite you to walk the road and travel the journey, to make a

difference. Our school project will support the Soles 4 Souls, a worldwide initiative that supplies shoes to

those in need. Our parish will be collecting new shoes for people in the Erie community. The road to Easter

i snbt easy, but the actual roads for others wildl be
difference for others.
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Preschool News

Several parents
mentioned how fast the
school year is going and

we canot
parents reviewed their
chil dos

at the end of January to
see exactly what we are
learning. We have learned
most of the alphabet
sounds with T, U, V, W, X,
Y, and Z left to go. Science
class has been interesting
because they were
learning about weather and
why rain turns into snow
and what melts faster; ice
or snow. We did so many
fun things about snow. We
love our sock snowmen!
We ended our snow unit by
creating a book called
Snowman, Snowman What
Did You See? This book
reviewed their colors
similar to Brown Bear
Brown Bear What Did You
See?

The children are excited
to learn how to count to
one hundred so that they

a g r e ecamnrthe One Gundred

Club by the end of the

going. You can do it.

Our parents planned
wonder f ul
parties with games,
shacks, and crafts. Thank
you very much for all that
you did to make their
Val entineds
a memorable one. Our
children will have so many
happy memories of their
preschool years.

For
preschoolers wanted to
show their love for their
families and God by doing
good deeds around the
house. Every time they
completed an act of
kindness, they wrote what
they did to help on a
construction paper heart
and returned the hearts to

Kindergarten News

We want to send a
speci al
the parents and room
parents for volunteering for
the Valenti
We appreciate all of the
time and effort you put into
making it such a fun time
for all of us!

Wasnot
fun??? The children had
such a wonderful time
celebrating and learning
why we celebrate this
special event. And now
that the Lenten Season is
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Mar di

upon us, we are reminded

sacrifice for us. With this in
mind, we will be helping to

Opsepaedhg party.

Kindergarteners for the
Easter celebration in
AKi ndergarten

Please continue to
pr&ctica ketter identification,
sounds, and formations
with your child.

Please also review the
high frequency words that
have been studied so far.
Keep in mind that your

school. We ran out of room
on the wall because we
had so many hearts. They
were so creative of how
they could help their

pr es c hyoeoar .c hle,c k2 ,i s3t, parédnéskGoad going

preschoolers!! We are so
proud of you.

Val enWegtagddlsur Da y

rainforest unit this month.
The children are excited to
learn about the foods and
products that we use

D aeyeryday tha comeefrora e

the rainforest. Do you know
the different levels of the
rainforest?

We will continue to

Val ent i n ¢eérsabdulgsus andihe

importance of his
resurrection during Lent.
May we take this
opportunity to wish you all
a Blessed Lenten and
Easter Season.

Mrs. Robarts, Mrs. Scheppner,
Mrs. Herrmann, and
Mrs. Kaliszewski

child is expected to know

it hankofy odueds utsod ailnl c reeéseibptheeend of

Kindergarten. The more
he/she practices and uses
these words, the more the
information will be retained.

Thank you for all that
ybuedo forsur school and
for your children!

Mrs. Miklinski
and Mrs. Barbalaci



First Grade News

It ds hard t o Yduegereresityewas hat organi zing our Valentineds
we have past our 100" day  greatly appreciated! The Day party. The children
of school al r echildrgnéhadrawgnderful really enjoyed all of the
about 72 left to go!! We time participating in all of games, crafts, and treats.
have been very busy the activities that were You & the other parents
learning in first grade. planned during the week. that were able to join us
Hopefully, the students They especially enjoyed helped make the day truly
have gotten a good basis spending time reading with  special!
for building skills they will their buddies. Having no First grade would like to '
need for second grade. homework during that congratulate the Grack
Please continue to practice  week was a huge hit, too! Familyéenjoy yo
reviewing their stories and The chil dr en dudleofdy|Vincent!
spelling words each week. About Med boxes Mdythisbeaten season l
This really helps your child  out great! It was evident bring you closer to Our
when it comes to taking the that a lot of time & thought Lord. Many blessings to all
tests. We also ask that you  went into each one of of you & your families.
continue to practice the them. We are now in the “ e
math fact families. A good process of practicing Happy St. Patrickoés Day,
way to do this is by using speaking about ourselves, Happy Easter, and
flash cards. using our boxes, in front of ~ Happy Spring!!!
Thank you to those who  our peers. They are having
were able to donate the fun with this! Mrs. Andres
many items needed during We would like to thank Mrs. Wieser

Catholic

S ¢ h o oourdReom\Metleeks for

Second Grade News

Reconciliation
preparation is going well
and our Retreat will be on
Friday, March 5™. More
information will be coming
home soon with more
details. We will practice and
review in class, however,
children should also be
practicing their Act of
Contrition, Glory Be and the
10 Commandments at
home daily.

In math we are
continuing to work on
subtraction and addition of
2-digit numbers. PLEASE
practice basic addition and
subtraction math facts (up
to 20) daily at home with
your child. We will be taking
a break from addition and
subtraction in a few weeks
and focusing on data,
graphs, money and telling
time. Our school wide math-
a-thon will be coming up

soonémor e
follow.

In language arts we
have just started anew unit
on Our Changing World.
iHow do
How do they stay the
same?0 We
selection of realistic fiction,
nonfiction and expository
nonfiction to support the
unit. In English we will be
focusing on adjectives, and
adverbs. Please continue
to encourage your child to
take reading counts
quizzes during the month.
Just a reminder that March
is the last month for the
Pizza Hut Book-it program.

In March we will be
focusing on a drug and
alcohol awareness.

Please remember that
we do go outside daily for
recess. Keep in mind that
we live in Erie and the

t hi ngsyebsBPafclrdingly.

have

det ajedirr chafges

frequently from warm to hot
to cold and back again in
one afternoon. PLEASE be
sure that your chgd is

Thank you.

Pharlk Yot &I for your
continued support in all
that your are doing with
your child. If you have any
questions or concerns
please feel free to contact
us.

Here is wishing for an early
spring!!!

Mrs. Carmosino
and Mrs. Keppel
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Third Grade News

The groundhog saw his The third graders are lookingeyboarding skills, and worked
shadow, winter goes on, and sorward to taking a more activecooperatively with others. We will
does third grade. part in the mass starting in be back in Science soon.

We are beginning to prepardarch. We will be doing the Please remember we go out
to receive the Eucharist. Our readings. for recess every day. We need to
Eucharist books are a help. The Math class finds us working be dressed appropriately to play.

“ .. third graders have been goingwdth our multiplication facts. We
\’ . Confession twice this year. Walrill every day in school. We
\. ". need a little practice need to practice at home as well.Mrs. Steward and Miss Nicolia
—. ...' remembering how things are Our Native American projects
done. We practice in school butre coming to a close. We
need some practice at home agarned so much about Native
well. Americans, used our

'y

Fourth Grade News

The fourth grade has enjoyed In math we are continuing lab activities. We have just

8g% a chilly winter and we are off tdasic algebra. All students finished units on electricity and
ﬂ%‘f%\ terrific start for the New Year. Bhould continue working on theimagnetism and light and sound.
> Religion, the fourth graders  basic multiplication and divisionWe are now headed into Earth
"X§ learned about the Rosary and facts. Science where we will begin

how to properly say it. They alsoWe continue to read our  studying weather.
will receive brown scapulars frammekly stories in our Readers. The 4th grade teachers thank
Monsignor Tom following Mas3 he students continue to use all of the parents for their
on Friday. We continue to leatheir reading and spelling continued support and
about the foundations of our workbooks. Each child shouldpear t i ci pati on i n
% Faith and how the students careading their weekly story at education. Please continue to
’ 7 spread the word and love of home each week and studyingcontact us with any questions or
Jesus in their daily lives. their spelling words. As we mogencerns that you may have.
\ In Social Studies the studentfoser to fifth grade, the
A have been learning their statesvocabulary is becoming more
and capitals and are now workiiiicult and it is important that Sincerely,
on the Southeast region of thethe students learn not only hoviMiss Drathman
United States. The students hawespell the words, but also the@nd Mrs. Desrochers
also received and written new meanings of the words. We just
letters to their fourth grade  completed a biography box
Hawaii pen pals. They have rgadject and are proudly @
about Rosa Parks, Martin Luthgisplaying the results.
King, and Harriet Tubman and In Science the students are
their roles in U.S. history. doing more and more hamds

&
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Fifth and Sixth Grade News

The sixth graders have successfully
completed their study of fractions,
decimals, and percents. The
culminating activity will be the
Basketball Project. They will draw up
an original basketball team of 7 players
and figure out their respective shooting
averages. They will figure the
percentages and order them from the
greatest to the least. It is a fun

activity. Ask your child about it.

Out next topic will be adding,
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing
fractions. Do you remember the
rules? The denominators must be the
same when adding and

subtracting. Multiplication calls for
cancelling when possible and then
multiplying the numerators and the
denominators. Invert the divisor and
then multiply when you divide
fractions. All answers must be in
lowest terms. | hope this brings back
good memories.

The fifth graders are now memorizing
divisibility rules. These rules will be
very helpful when simplifying fractions
not to mention figuring prime
factorizations, least common multiples,
and greatest common factors. These
rules are as important as the basic
multiplication facts. Ask your son/
daughter to name the rules for you.

Fractions will be the next topic for the
fifth grade. They will learn about
equivalent fractions, how to add,
subtract, and multiply fractions, and
how to simplify their answers.

The Math-A-Thon will take place the

week of February 22", | hope you

were able to pledge at least a dollar for
thiscause. | t 6s a fun way
children to practice their math skills

and it is an easy way to collect money
which is then turned back to the school

for the benefit of all the students.

The fifth graders are halfway through
the reading unit on Doing the Right
Thing. We have read about people
who showed kindness, took risks while
helping others, and sometimes were
rewarded for their efforts. The next
stories will introduce us to people who
worked to protect animals and promote
freedom. We will read about artists
and inventors in the nextunit. 1 & m
we will be able to use the new wireless
laptop computers in our homerooms to
do some research on these people
and/or topics.

In Religion the fifth grade has just
finished their
all enjoyed our trip to St. Marks and
working with our strengths. We are
now working with the Sacraments of
Baptism and Confirmation. We took a
mini-field trip to the vault over in the
rectory. Mrs. Stalsky showed us the
record books where all the Sacraments
are recorded. It was very interesting to
read some of the names of the first
Baptisms and Weddings in the

Church. We will continue to work with
Sacraments for the rest of the school
year.

In fifth grade Social Studies we
continue to study the United States
and Canada. We have just begun to
work on our Canadian Project. This is
the largest project we will work on this
year. Parents, ask your student which
Province or Territory he/she picked to
focus on. Although most of the project
work will be done here in class there is
one part of the project that will be done
at home. The students will be making
a flour/salt map. Ask your student
about the details of this part of the
project. They shoul dnodt
get started on this part of the project
since there is drying time
involved. Thank you for all your help
with this.

The sixth grade class is still working on
Europe and Russia. Our last project
was to design and color Ukrainian
Eggs. Please feel free to stop and see
the wonderful job the students did with
their eggs. They are displayed in the
hall. We have been discussing the
cultural diversity of Eastern Europe
and how this diversity has not only
enriched but challenged Eastern
Europe. We will begin a new project in
a few days. This project will do with
some of the beautiful countries of
Europe. Parents, ask your students
what country they picked and why they
chose it.

In sixth grade Science we will be
studying how technology and weather
affect people and how technology is
used to forecast weather. Also, we will
discuss what interactions determine
weather, how technology is used to
collect weather data, how weather
forecasts are made and what happens
during severe storms. We will be
méking a gtoupeveather book on
severe storms, and learn about how
proverbs helped farmers predict
weather.

Please encourage your child to watch
the weather forecasts with you on the
news and discuss the weather
conditions with them. Have them tell
you what they learned that relates to
the dayo6s we atHFnaly,
continue checking
and make sure they study for quizzes
and prepare for tests.

s uln féth grade Science we will be

learning about elements, molecules,
compounds, mixtures, and solutions,
and the characteristics of physical and
chemical changes of matter. We will
be creating an Element Hunt book of
elements. We will also be memorizing
some elements and

compounds. Please keep reviewing

N\Be e wapryds bind | @oass 1% nner

evening. Help them study for quizzes
and prepare for tests.

In sixth grade Religion class we will be
focusing on what is necessary for
making moral decisions found in
chapter 20. We will also be practicing
Lent and preparing our hearts for
Easter. Students will be saying the
Stations of the Cross and following
Christdés Passion,
Resurrection. Please encourage your

death

and help them follow our Catholic
practices.

5" Grade English
The 5™ graders are really working

hard. We have just about completed
the Adjective Unit and are getting
ready to take our test. They have been
working in class on different mini
writing activities incorporating
adjectives. They made snowflake

whebs fo campliment thejy gassmates
and have written short stories. Please
make sure your child is studying his/
her notes every night. If they need to
stay for extra help, my substitute is
available.

6" Grade English
The 6™ graders are working hard. We

are continuing with the Adjective Unit
completing bookwork and completing
mini writing activities in class. They
have also been working on books for
their Kindergarten buddies based off of
the chil difYemGivea b ook
Mouse a Cookie. They have done a
really nice job with these and are going
to present them to their buddies in April
when | return. Please make sure your
child is studying his/her notes every
night. If they need to stay for extra
help, my substitute is available.

Reading

We have finished read
Ghostso and hav#etake
have now moved on to
1800s0 discussing the

1800s. Please make sure your child
studies his/her vocabulary words every
night. We have been taking quizzes
on these words so they need to make
sure they understand the

meaning. Also, they need to be
studying their Spelling words and
reading over the story whenever they
get a chance.

*Mrs. Denslinger is currently on
maternity leave staying at home with
her beautiful daughter, Krista Nicole
Denslinger. Mrs. Sue Amendolla is her

¢ oypgtifute teaeheg She is an
y ctperiencad subsiitgta whp has taught ¢

in the Erie school district for a number
of years. Mrs. Denslinger will see
everyone in April after Easter Break.

O
ey
&\\’\

every

and

child to figive upodo something for l!Sent5
age

Fractions will be the next topic
for the fifth grade. They will
learn about equivalent
fractions, how to add, subtract,
and multiply fractions, and how

to simplify their answers.
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Seventh and Eighth Grade News

Good luck to the MATHCOUN®S ent. As we learn and think Romeo and Juli€hat
team on Saturday as they compefeh o ut Jesus 6 s Shkakespedrecgey refally knewhaw
at Gannon University. We are sojl| strive to offer something bacto write!!
proud of the time and effort that to Him during this holy season. ~ Just a reminder to our eighth

these students put forth. Please join us Holy Thursday grade parents, the deadline for the
The eighth grade recently morning as the eighth grade onceiition assistance program for the
The eighth grade recently completed their exploration of theygain leads us in prayer as the Erie Diocese is MarghPlease
Comp('jEtEdgreg exploration of the perlOdlC table by puttingona  Triduum begins. mark your calendars to ensure you
periodic table by putting on a fi ement Fashion h . ;
Pl e ypurnaond ”stu?j@rﬂ Ry Eﬁo‘iﬂha Sh TheSsBventh@rade Eokigl h  meet this deadline.
student learned about a specific P studies classes recently
element and came to school element and came to school participated in the annual Mock
dressed as that element. dressed as that element. What a-fuj| project. They researched our
way to learn about chemistry!!  jydicial system and were able toMrs. Zimmer, Miss Brunner,
We all enjoyed the Mardi Gras conduct a trial within the Mrs. Wright and Mrs. Musi
celebration. Once again, the eightfassroom.
grade provided a meaningful The seventh grade is reading Think
transition between the frivolity of one of the great stories of all time: PR I Letds
Mardi Gras and the solemn season
prove the
Groundhog
. wrong!
Guidance g

FROM THE GUIDANCE COUNSELOR:

My counseling officeften used as a resource for our families, as well as aiding our students. Recently | was talking to a parent regar
wonderful experience she had with the Rainbows program at the Erie Diocese. | wanted to communicate sonelvierfoation about |
children of divorce, and another program for divorced, widowed or separated parents. Often our parentstarectookmugpifcatsuppor
with others going through the same things. | s s andsshod wodkh as
emotional issues that kids have with divorce, separation or death, or time constraints, pressures and pdaigienthilohiogisveedivi

two homes. Sometimes parents may feel overwhelmed, lonely or stressed with being alone or dividing time in general.

The Diocese of Erie has at least two programs available that may help.

The first is the Rainbows progr am. Rai nbows i snthéirdiveseithemp o r t
through separation, divorce or death. The program is designed to provide these children with an opportasiyhio naeet stewdden
similar experiences and to have trained, caring adults pre

The new program begins on Monday, February 15th. 12 sessions are divided into 6 week sessions. The progeskroviMapBctlde the
Helping your children to cope can help you, as parents, to cope as well and feel support, which everyone needs!
Contact person for Rainbows is: Sr. Ann Bannon;828B28340r-8003743723. Enail is: abannon@eriercd.org

Another program the Diocese hosts is: BEGINNING, EXPERIENCE, SEPARATED/ DIVORCED/ WIDOWED, CopingseitbsLife Alone. Thi
structured weekly meetings facilitated by trained peer leadership. A new theme per week will be discusséah,silaringedioprayier. The
new season for this program wil/ begin up at StfebuaMal, 280varch(7Wh e r
14, 21, and 28th, completing a 6 week session.

There is also a Beginning Experience Weekend April 9, 10, 11th, and November 5, 6, 7th, 2010.
If you are interested, log onto the Diocestvaelvww.eriercd.org.

There is help and support out there for us all! If anyone has any questions about his or any other prograntiteaeseucmykinim
please call my office atBREb, ext. 225. | would be happy to help in any way | can.

Sincerely,
Jessica Bengel
Guidance Counselor
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Library

A big “thenk you" Lo the lollowing students and their fumnilies who donated Birthday Books over the puast few months:

Jordan Jubinski
Claire Johnson

Gabriel Pallo
Nathan Lutz

Abigail Pallo
Derek Gorski
Jordyn Miklinski

Sam Schirra

Olivia Schultz
Mia Miraszek
Isabella Markley

Jessica Hardner
Megan Dugan

Donovan Desrochers

John Orlando
Nathan Habursky
Noah Habursky
Jed Bartos

Kaitlyn Bruno

William lamuzzella

Teddy Hoag
Kirin Bean
Josie Herrmann

Allison Dugan

Zoey Crenshaw
Adam Williams

Kaylee Williams
Kevin Baker
Nico Lombardo
Mrs. Stalsky

Ben Russell

Stay warm,
Mrs. Mielnik

3A
3B

3A
3A

2B
KB
2B

1B

5B
1A

7B
5B

1A
1A
5B

2B

1B
4B
3B

3A

4B
S5A

7B

1B
5A

3A

The Talented Clemenfine
Pippi Goes fo School
The Spring Dance from the Black Lagoon
Bone The Dragonslayer
MTH A Good Night for Ghosts
Houwr to Dravs Dinosaurs r
Sea Monsters
Star Wars The Clone Wars Captured! @%/
Abigail the Breeze Fairy (D//
My 17 Sports Gymnastics
A Cheese-colored Camper
I'm Teo Fond of My Fur
The Dead May in Indian Creek
Stepping on the Cracks
Thump, Quack, Moo
Dooby, Dooby, Doo
100 Facts on Knights & Casties
Extra Credit
MTH A Good Night for Ghoslts
MTH A Good Night for Ghosts
Eager
When You Reach Me L
Spy Technology
Every Soul a Star
Dinosaurs o
Sharks and Other Sea Creatures 4
Funky Things to Draw
The Homework Machine
No Talking
We're Going on a Book Hunt
Animals: A Visual Encyclopedia
Marvel Comics Supergir!
Allie Finkle's Rules for Girls Stage Fnght
Rainbow Magic Ruby the Red Fairy
Amber the Orange Fairy. Sunny the Yellow Fairy,
Fem the Green Fairy, Sky the Blue Fairy
Inky the Indigo Fairy, Heather the Violet Fairy
Replay
Hedgie's Surpnse
The Fabled Fourth Grade of Aesop Elementary Schoof
Do the Funky Fickle
It’s Not My Fauif | Know Everything
Space Station Seventh Grade
Touching Spint Bear
Jaguar
All the Lovely Bad Ones
Larkiight
Ancient Egypt
Every Soul a Star
Larklight
Hamy Houdini
The Lion & the Mouse
Going Bovine
Bone Oid Man's Cave
Rock Jaw

Happy birthday or half-birthday to all of these gencrous donors! These 58 books arc a wonderful addition to the library and we are very pratelul o
you. Keep reading, everyone. Let's meet those personal Reading Counts goals. Read Like a Champion with Reading Counts™™!
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Art

For the 4th time our seventh graders and this year some 8th graders have participated
Holy Chil dhood Association Annual Chr i s
Dzuricky. The Winners are announced in the spring of 2010. One grand prize winner w
selected and his/ her art work reproduced as the official Christmas card of the Pontifica
Societies in the United States. All the winners receive a commemorative plaque and the
will be on display at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception ir
Washington, D.C. | thank all those who worked very hard to complete this in time. Job \

Our school projects are going very well thanks to the hard work of all our students. We
beginning to introduce clay to many of the classes. Students enjoy working in this medi
making a three dimensional art form. We will also participate in the upcoming art shows
Maria Academy and Mercyhurst Prep. The date for Villa Maria art show is March 21st fi
to 3:00 p. m. Mercyhurst Prepbs art shov
Hope to see you there!

Sincerely,
G. Garcia

MUSICAL NOTES

As usual things are rolling right along in Music. Glatldisl lsuch a wonderful job with the Christmas show and n
theyodre onto other t hi ngPeteraidithe damid what mdtrements reprederd @achn
character. First grade is completing their Music Instrument Book on instruments from the orchestra. Second
learning about expressing feelings in music and will be sinJiog Siaykgraoke style. Third grade is now ready
for recorders (so parents and teachers get ready!!). Fourth grade is working on secret rhythm messages usir
iscato singing syllables. Fifth grade will soon
information to the class. Sixth grade will be learning to play the pMaoyadddotaizittle LaBeéfore long grades
4t19 6th will begin rehearsals for the Spring show. How time flies!

Hopefully you got to see the 7th and 8th grade WiRetwshmf the Glass Slippetythree students in 7th and

8th grade designed programs, sets, props, and costumes. Others learned how to run a sound board, lights,
crew for set up and take down. They presented a great show and learned that it takes many people to make
successful. |l 6m very proud of them and the qual.i

As you can see, the students are always busy learning and performing in the music department.

Be sure to mark your calendars fro the Spring sh
show is yet because t he soutbecausetitsvill dagenyoutlaughh ow vy et
Musically yours,

Mrs. Minick
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