
Sitting on our patio on a summer evening we enjoy seeing and hearing our feathered friends. I always hang 
a fuchsia plant for the hummingbirds and they never disappoint us, hovering and humming at each bright 
blossom in the fading light. The sparrows and robins take turns in the miniature bird bath, spreading their 
wings and splashing happily. Cardinals croon to each other and jays screech. However in the past, when the 
cold weather came, the birds would leave. At least they couldnôt be spotted in our yard.   
 
Then, several years ago, my son gave me a tubular plastic bird feeder and a pound of seed. Feeding the 
birds was something I had never thought about but I decided to give it a try. Unexpectedly we found 
ourselves thumbing through the Petersen bird book and identifying chickadees, slate backed juncos, and 
finches. (I noticed that the yellow finches lose their golden during the winter and become rather drab.) The 
cardinals precariously perch to grab their favorite seeds while the jays donôt fit on a perch at allðthey try, but 
theyôre too big for the feeder.  
 
Each winter we come close to outwitting the squirrels but the bold rodents are incredibly creative. One 
gigantic, bushy tailed squirrel in particular, perches on the window ledge hoping the feeder will swing its way, 
and thereôs usually quite a gathering below the feeder because the voracious and gluttonous birds drop more 
than they eat.   
 
We know that the birds would probably be able to survive without us and yet we feel as though their 
existence is easier because of out help. The rhythm of the seasons and the lengthening of days guarantee 
the approach of spring, when my husband cleans and stores the feeder and creatures are on their own. 
When we were growing up my mother soaked leftover toast bits in a little milk and tossed it out the back 
door. As she did the breakfast dishes she enjoyed the birds devouring her treat. Summer or winter, the 
routine was the same. It was a small gesture that made a small difference in the world. 
 
The last few years have been unsettling for many of our families. The insecurity of employment has upset the 
lives of many, some of whom carefully camouflage their predicaments, while others discretely provide 
assistance. The extreme generosity of a few strangers has made a difference for many. Some have come 
forward with tuition assistance, some with gift cards, and some with cash. All have asked for anonymity.   
 

We have been promised that as He cares for the sparrows and lilies of the field, that God will take care of us 

even more, and this Lent we are offered a chance to become better people by seizing the opportunities to do 

what it takes to make a difference. We invite you to walk the road and travel the journey, to make a 

difference. Our school project will support the Soles 4 Souls, a worldwide initiative that supplies shoes to 

those in need. Our parish will be collecting new shoes for people in the Erie community. The road to Easter 

isnôt easy, but the actual roads for others will be easier because of us: small gestures that will make a big 

difference for others.  
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     Several parents 
mentioned how fast the 
school year is going and 
we canôt agree more. Our 
parents reviewed their 
childôs preschool checklist 
at the end of January to 
see exactly what we are 
learning. We have learned 
most of the alphabet 
sounds with T, U, V, W, X, 
Y, and Z left to go. Science 
class has been interesting 
because they were 
learning about weather and 
why rain turns into snow 
and what melts faster; ice 
or snow. We did so many 
fun things about snow. We 
love our sock snowmen! 
We ended our snow unit by 
creating a book called 
Snowman, Snowman What 
Did You See? This book 
reviewed their colors 
similar to Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear What Did You 
See?  

     The children are excited 
to learn how to count to 
one hundred so that they 
can join the One Hundred 
Club by the end of the 
year. 1, 2, 3, 4ékeep 
going. You can do it. 
     Our parents planned 
wonderful Valentineôs Day 
parties with games, 
snacks, and crafts. Thank 
you very much for all that 
you did to make their 
Valentineôs Day experience 
a memorable one. Our 
children will have so many 
happy memories of their 
preschool years. 
     For Valentineôs Day, our 
preschoolers wanted to 
show their love for their 
families and God by doing 
good deeds around the 
house. Every time they 
completed an act of 
kindness, they wrote what 
they did to help on a 
construction paper heart 
and returned the hearts to 

school. We ran out of room 
on the wall because we 
had so many hearts.  They 
were so creative of how 
they could help their 
parents. Good going 
preschoolers!! We are so 
proud of you. 
     We started our 
rainforest unit this month. 
The children are excited to 
learn about the foods and 
products that we use 
everyday that come from 
the rainforest. Do you know 
the different levels of the 
rainforest? 
     We will continue to 
learn about Jesus and the 
importance of his 
resurrection during Lent.  
May we take this 
opportunity to wish you all 
a Blessed Lenten and 
Easter Season. 
 
Mrs. Robarts, Mrs. Scheppner, 
Mrs. Herrmann, and  
Mrs. Kaliszewski 

upon us, we are reminded 
of Jesusô incredible 
sacrifice for us. With this in 
mind, we will be helping to 
prepare the 
Kindergarteners for the 
Easter celebration in 
ñKindergarten terms.ò     
     Please continue to 
practice letter identification, 
sounds, and formations 
with your child.  
     Please also review the 
high frequency words that 
have been studied so far.  
Keep in mind that your 

     We want to send a 
special ñthank youò to all of 
the parents and room 
parents for volunteering for 
the Valentineôs Day party. 
We appreciate all of the 
time and effort you put into 
making it such a fun time 
for all of us!  
     Wasnôt Mardi Gras 
fun??? The children had 
such a wonderful time 
celebrating and learning 
why we celebrate this 
special event.  And now 
that the Lenten Season is 

child is expected to know 
these by the end of 
Kindergarten. The more 
he/she practices and uses 
these words, the more the 
information will be retained. 
     Thank you for all that 
you do for our school and 
for your children! 
 
Mrs. Miklinski  
and Mrs. Barbalaci 
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     Itôs hard to believe that 
we have past our 100

th
 day 

of school alreadyéonly 
about 72 left to go!! We 
have been very busy 
learning in first grade. 
Hopefully, the students 
have gotten a good basis 
for building skills they will 
need for second grade. 
Please continue to practice 
reviewing their stories and 
spelling words each week. 
This really helps your child 
when it comes to taking the 
tests. We also ask that you 
continue to practice the 
math fact families. A good 
way to do this is by using 
flash cards. 
     Thank you to those who 
were able to donate the 
many items needed during 
Catholic Schoolôs Week. 

Your generosity was 
greatly appreciated! The 
children had a wonderful 
time participating in all of 
the activities that were 
planned during the week. 
They especially enjoyed 
spending time reading with 
their buddies. Having no 
homework during that 
week was a huge hit, too! 
     The childrenôs ñAll 
About Meò boxes turned 
out great! It was evident 
that a lot of time & thought 
went into each one of 
them. We are now in the 
process of practicing 
speaking about ourselves, 
using our boxes, in front of 
our peers. They are having 
fun with this! 
     We would like to thank 
our Room Mothers for 

organizing our Valentineôs 
Day party. The children 
really enjoyed all of the 
games, crafts, and treats. 
You & the other parents 
that were able to join us 
helped make the day truly 
special! 
     First grade would like to 
congratulate the Grack 
Familyéenjoy your new 
bundle of joy, Vincent!! 
     May this Lenten season 
bring you closer to Our 
Lord. Many blessings to all 
of you & your families. 
 
Happy St. Patrickôs Day, 
Happy Easter, and  
Happy Spring!!! 
 
Mrs. Andres 
Mrs. Wieser 

soonémore details to 
follow. 
     In language arts we 
have just started anew unit 
on Our Changing World.  
ñHow do things change? 
How do they stay the 
same?ò We have a nice 
selection of realistic fiction, 
nonfiction and expository 
nonfiction to support the 
unit.  In English we will be 
focusing on adjectives, and 
adverbs. Please continue 
to encourage your child to 
take reading counts 
quizzes during the month. 
Just a reminder that March 
is the last month for the 
Pizza Hut Book-it program. 
     In March we will be 
focusing on a drug and 
alcohol awareness. 
     Please remember that 
we do go outside daily for 
recess. Keep in mind that 
we live in Erie and the 

     Reconciliation 
preparation is going well 
and our Retreat will be on 
Friday, March 5

th
. More 

information will be coming 
home soon with more 
details. We will practice and 
review in class, however, 
children should also be 
practicing their Act of 
Contrition, Glory Be and the 
10 Commandments at 
home daily. 
     In math we are 
continuing to work on 
subtraction and addition of 
2-digit numbers. PLEASE 
practice basic addition and 
subtraction math facts (up 
to 20) daily at home with 
your child. We will be taking 
a break from addition and 
subtraction in a few weeks 
and focusing on data, 
graphs, money and telling 
time. Our school wide math-
a-thon will be coming up 

weather changes 
frequently from warm to hot 
to cold and back again in 
one afternoon. PLEASE be 
sure that your child is 
dressed accordingly. 
Thank you. 
     Thank you all for your 
continued support in all 
that your are doing with 
your child. If you have any 
questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact 
us. 
 
Here is wishing for an early 
spring!!! 
 
Mrs. Carmosino  
and Mrs. Keppel 

First Grade News 

Second Grade News 

Page 3 



     The groundhog saw his 

shadow, winter goes on, and so 

does third grade. 

     We are beginning to prepare 

to receive the Eucharist. Our 

Eucharist books are a help. The 

third graders have been going to 

Confession twice this year. We 

need a little practice 

remembering how things are 

done. We practice in school but 

need some practice at home as 

well. 

     The third graders are looking 

forward to taking a more active 

part in the mass starting in 

March. We will be doing the 

readings. 

     Math class finds us working 

with our multiplication facts. We 

drill every day in school. We 

need to practice at home as well.   

     Our Native American projects 

are coming to a close. We 

learned so much about Native 

Americans, used our 

keyboarding skills, and worked 

cooperatively with others. We will 

be back in Science soon. 

     Please remember we go out 

for recess every day. We need to 

be dressed appropriately to play. 

 

 

 Mrs. Steward and Miss Nicolia 

 

 

 

     In math we are continuing 

basic algebra. All students 

should continue working on their 

basic multiplication and division 

facts.  

     We continue to read our 

weekly stories in our Readers. 

The students continue to use 

their reading and spelling 

workbooks. Each child should be 

reading their weekly story at 

home each week and studying 

their spelling words. As we move 

closer to fifth grade, the 

vocabulary is becoming more 

difficult and it is important that 

the students learn not only how 

to spell the words, but also the 

meanings of the words. We just 

completed a biography box 

project and are proudly 

displaying the results. 

     In Science the students are 

doing more and more hands-on 

     The fourth grade has enjoyed 

a chilly winter and we are off to a 

terrific start for the New Year. In 

Religion, the fourth graders 

learned about the Rosary and 

how to properly say it.  They also 

will receive brown scapulars from 

Monsignor Tom following Mass 

on Friday.  We continue to learn 

about the foundations of our 

Faith and how the students can 

spread the word and love of 

Jesus in their daily lives. 

     In Social Studies the students 

have been learning their states 

and capitals and are now working 

on the Southeast region of the 

United States. The students have 

also received and written new 

letters to their fourth grade 

Hawaii pen pals.  They have read 

about Rosa Parks, Martin Luther 

King, and Harriet Tubman and 

their roles in U.S. history. 

lab activities. We have just 

finished units on electricity and 

magnetism and light and sound. 

We are now headed into Earth 

Science where we will begin 

studying weather. 

     The 4th grade teachers thank 

all of the parents for their 

continued support and 

participation in their childrenôs 

education. Please continue to 

contact us with any questions or 

concerns that you may have. 

 

Sincerely, 

Miss Drathman  

and Mrs. Desrochers 
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The sixth graders have successfully 
completed their study of fractions, 
decimals, and percents.  The 
culminating activity will be the 
Basketball Project.  They will draw up 
an original basketball team of 7 players 
and figure out their respective shooting 
averages.  They will figure the 
percentages and order them from the 
greatest to the least. It is a fun 
activity.  Ask your child about it.  
  
Out next topic will be adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 
fractions.  Do you remember the 
rules?  The denominators must be the 
same when adding and 
subtracting.  Multiplication calls for 
cancelling when possible and then 
multiplying the numerators and the 
denominators.  Invert the divisor and 
then multiply when you divide 

fractions.  All answers must be in 
lowest terms. I hope this brings back 
good memories. 
  
The fifth graders are now memorizing 
divisibility rules.  These rules will be 
very helpful when simplifying fractions 
not to mention figuring prime 
factorizations, least common multiples, 
and greatest common factors.  These 
rules are as important as the basic 
multiplication facts.  Ask your son/
daughter to name the rules for you. 
  
Fractions will be the next topic for the 
fifth grade.  They will learn about 
equivalent fractions, how to add, 
subtract, and multiply fractions, and 
how to simplify their answers.  
  
The Math-A-Thon will take place the 
week of February 22nd.  I hope you 
were able to pledge at least a dollar for 
this cause.  Itôs a fun way for the 
children to practice their math skills 
and it is an easy way to collect money 
which is then turned back to the school 
for the benefit of all the students. 
  
The fifth graders are halfway through 
the reading unit on Doing the Right 
Thing.  We have read about people 
who showed kindness, took risks while 
helping others, and sometimes were 
rewarded for their efforts.  The next 
stories will introduce us to people who 
worked to protect animals and promote 
freedom.  We will read about artists 
and inventors in the next unit.  Iôm sure 
we will be able to use the new wireless 
laptop computers in our homerooms to 
do some research on these people 
and/or topics.  
  

In Religion the fifth grade has just 
finished their ñStewardship Class.ò  We 
all enjoyed our trip to St. Marks and 
working with our strengths.  We are 
now working with the Sacraments of 
Baptism and Confirmation.  We took a 
mini-field trip to the vault over in the 
rectory.  Mrs. Stalsky showed us the 
record books where all the Sacraments 
are recorded.  It was very interesting to 
read some of the names of the first 
Baptisms and Weddings in the 
Church.  We will continue to work with 
Sacraments for the rest of the school 
year. 

 In fifth grade Social Studies we 
continue to study the United States 
and Canada.  We have just begun to 
work on our Canadian Project.  This is 
the largest project we will work on this 
year.  Parents, ask your student which 
Province or Territory he/she picked to 
focus on.  Although most of the project 
work will be done here in class there is 
one part of the project that will be done 
at home.  The students will be making 
a flour/salt map.  Ask your student 
about the details of this part of the 
project.  They shouldnôt wait too long to 
get started on this part of the project 
since there is drying time 
involved.  Thank you for all your help 
with this. 
  
The sixth grade class is still working on 
Europe and Russia.  Our last project 
was to design and color Ukrainian 

Eggs.  Please feel free to stop and see 
the wonderful job the students did with 
their eggs.  They are displayed in the 
hall.  We have been discussing the 
cultural diversity of Eastern Europe 
and how this diversity has not only 
enriched but challenged Eastern 
Europe.  We will begin a new project in 
a few days.  This project will do with 
some of the beautiful countries of 
Europe.  Parents, ask your students 
what country they picked and why they 
chose it. 
  
In sixth grade Science we will be 
studying how technology and weather 
affect people and how technology is 
used to forecast weather.  Also, we will 
discuss what interactions determine 
weather, how technology is used to 
collect weather data, how weather 
forecasts are made and what happens 
during severe storms.  We will be 
making a group weather book on 
severe storms, and learn about how 
proverbs helped farmers predict 
weather.  
  
Please encourage your child to watch 
the weather forecasts with you on the 
news and discuss the weather 
conditions with them.  Have them tell 
you what they learned that relates to 
the dayôs weather conditions.  Finally, 
continue checking your childôs planner 
and make sure they study for quizzes 
and prepare for tests. 
  
In fifth grade Science we will be 
learning about elements, molecules, 
compounds, mixtures, and solutions, 
and the characteristics of physical and 
chemical changes of matter.  We will 
be creating an Element Hunt  book of 
elements.  We will also be memorizing 
some elements and 
compounds.  Please keep reviewing 
your childôs planner every 
evening.  Help them study for quizzes 
and prepare for tests. 
  
In sixth grade Religion class we will be 
focusing on what is necessary for 
making moral decisions found in 
chapter 20.  We will also be practicing 
Lent and preparing our hearts for 
Easter.  Students will be saying the 
Stations of the Cross and following 
Christôs Passion, death and 
Resurrection.  Please encourage your 
child to ñgive upò something for Lent 

and help them follow our Catholic 
practices. 

  

5th Grade English 
The 5th graders are really working 
hard.  We have just about completed 
the Adjective Unit and are getting 
ready to take our test.  They have been 
working in class on different mini 
writing activities incorporating 
adjectives.  They made snowflake 
webs to compliment their classmates 
and have written short stories.  Please 
make sure your child is studying his/
her notes every night. If they need to 
stay for extra help, my substitute is 
available. 
  
6th Grade English 
The 6th graders are working hard.  We 
are continuing with the Adjective Unit 
completing bookwork and completing 
mini writing activities in class.  They 
have also been working on books for 
their Kindergarten buddies based off of 
the childrenôs book If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie.  They have done a 
really nice job with these and are going 
to present them to their buddies in April 
when I return.  Please make sure your 
child is studying his/her notes every 
night. If they need to stay for extra 
help, my substitute is available. 
  
Reading 
We have finished reading ñDinosaur 
Ghostsò and have taken the test.  We 
have now moved on to ñA Week in the 
1800sò discussing the era of the 
1800s.  Please make sure your child 
studies his/her vocabulary words every 
night.  We have been taking quizzes 
on these words so they need to make 
sure they understand the 
meaning.  Also, they need to be 
studying their Spelling words and 
reading over the story whenever they 
get a chance. 
  
*Mrs. Denslinger is currently on 
maternity leave staying at home with 
her beautiful daughter, Krista Nicole 
Denslinger.  Mrs. Sue Amendolla is her 
substitute teacher.  She is an 
experienced substitute who has taught 
in the Erie school district for a number 
of years.  Mrs. Denslinger will see 
everyone in April after Easter Break. 
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Fractions will be the next topic 
for the fifth grade.  They will 

learn about equivalent 
fractions, how to add, subtract, 
and multiply fractions, and how 

to simplify their answers.  



     Good luck to the MATHCOUNTS 
team on Saturday as they compete 
at Gannon University. We are so 
proud of the time and effort that 
these students put forth. 

The eighth grade recently 
completed their exploration of the 
periodic table by putting on a 
ñElement Fashion Showò. Each 
student learned about a specific 
element and came to school 
dressed as that element. What a fun 
way to learn about chemistry!! 

We all enjoyed the Mardi Gras 
celebration. Once again, the eighth 
grade provided a meaningful 
transition between the frivolity of 
Mardi Gras and the solemn season 

of Lent. As we learn and think 
about Jesusô sacrifice for us, we 
will strive to offer something back 
to Him during this holy season. 
Please join us Holy Thursday 
morning as the eighth grade once 
again leads us in prayer as the 
Triduum begins. 

The seventh grade social 
studies classes recently 
participated in the annual Mock 
Trial project. They researched our 
judicial system and were able to 
conduct a trial within the 
classroom. 

The seventh grade is reading 
one of the great stories of all time: 

Romeo and Juliet. That 
Shakespeare guy really knew how 
to write!! 

Just a reminder to our eighth 
grade parents, the deadline for the 
tuition assistance program for the 
Erie Diocese is March 1st. Please 
mark your calendars to ensure you 
meet this deadline. 
 
 
 
Mrs. Zimmer, Miss Brunner,  
Mrs. Wright and Mrs. Musi 
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The eighth grade recently 
completed their exploration of the 
periodic table by putting on a 
ñElement Fashion Showò. Each 
student learned about a specific 
element and came to school 
dressed as that element. 

Guidance 

FROM THE GUIDANCE COUNSELOR: 
 

My counseling office is often used as a resource for our families, as well as aiding our students. Recently I was talking to a parent regarding a 
wonderful experience she had with the Rainbows program at the Erie Diocese. I wanted to communicate some information about Rainbows for 
children of divorce, and another program for divorced, widowed or separated parents. Often our parents are looking for support or communication 
with others going through the same things. Issues such as the day to day complications with the kidsô schedules, assignments and school work; 
emotional issues that kids have with divorce, separation or death, or time constraints, pressures and problems unique to dividing a child between 
two homes. Sometimes parents may feel overwhelmed, lonely or stressed with being alone or dividing time in general. 
 
The Diocese of Erie has at least two programs available that may help.  
The first is the Rainbows program. Rainbows is ña support group curriculum for children who have suffered a significant loss in their lives either 
through separation, divorce or death. The program is designed to provide these children with an opportunity to meet new friends who have shared 
similar experiences and to have trained, caring adults present while they sort through their grief.ò 
 
The new program begins on Monday, February 15th. 12 sessions are divided into 6 week sessions. The program will conclude the week of May 3rd. 
Helping your children to cope can help you, as parents, to cope as well and feel support, which everyone needs! 
Contact person for Rainbows is: Sr. Ann Bannon, OSB 814-824-1253, or 1-800-374-3723. E-mail is: abannon@eriercd.org 
 
Another program the Diocese hosts is: BEGINNING, EXPERIENCE, SEPARATED/ DIVORCED/ WIDOWED, Coping with Life Alone. This is a series of 
structured weekly meetings facilitated by trained peer leadership. A new theme per week will be discussed, with time for reflection, sharing or prayer. The 
new season for this program will begin up at St. Markôs (Where Rainbows is also held) on Sundays from 4 to 6 p.m., beginning February 21, 28, March 7, 
14, 21, and 28th, completing a 6 week session. 
 
There is also a Beginning Experience Weekend April 9, 10, 11th, and November 5, 6, 7th, 2010. 
If you are interested, log onto the Diocese web-site at www.eriercd.org. 
 
There is help and support out there for us all! If anyone has any questions about his or any other program or resource you would like me to look into, 
please call my office at 825-7105, ext. 225. I would be happy to help in any way I can. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Bengel 
Guidance Counselor 

Think 
SPRIN G! Letõs 

prove the 
Groundhog 

wrong!  
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For the 4th time our seventh graders and this year some 8th graders have participated in The 
Holy Childhood Association Annual Christmas Art contest. Last yearôs winner was Anna 
Dzuricky. The Winners are announced in the spring of 2010. One grand prize winner will be 
selected and his/ her art work reproduced as the official Christmas card of the Pontifical Mission 
Societies in the United States. All the winners receive a commemorative plaque and their work 
will be on display at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C. I thank all those who worked very hard to complete this in time. Job well done. 
 
Our school projects are going very well thanks to the hard work of all our students. We are now 
beginning to introduce clay to many of the classes. Students enjoy working in this media and 
making a three dimensional art form. We will also participate in the upcoming art shows at Villa 
Maria Academy and Mercyhurst Prep. The date for Villa Maria art show is March 21st from 12:00 
to 3:00 p.m. Mercyhurst Prepôs art show is March 14th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in Hilltop Gallery. 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Sincerely, 
G. Garcia 

Art 
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Music 

MUSICAL NOTES 
 
As usual things are rolling right along in Music. Grades K - 3rd did such a wonderful job with the Christmas show and now 
theyôre onto other things. Kindergarten is learning about he story Peter and the Wolf and what instruments represent each 
character. First grade is completing their Music Instrument Book on instruments from the orchestra. Second grade is 
learning about expressing feelings in music and will be singing  a song Toy Story , karaoke style. Third grade is now ready 
for recorders (so parents and teachers get ready!!). Fourth grade is working on secret rhythm messages using jazz and 
ñscatò singing syllables. Fifth grade will soon be learning about Canadian composers or musicians and will present this 
information to the class. Sixth grade will be learning to play the piano and play Mary Had a Little Lamb. Before long grades 
4thð6th will begin rehearsals for the Spring show. How time flies! 
 
Hopefully you got to see the 7th and 8th grade Winter show, Return of the Glass Slipper. Sixty-three students in 7th and 
8th grade designed programs, sets, props, and costumes. Others learned how to run a sound board, lights, and stage 
crew for set up and take down. They presented a great show and learned that it takes many people to make a production 
successful. Iôm very proud of them and the quality of work and talent they presented. 
 
As you can see, the students are always busy learning and performing in the music department.  
 
Be sure to mark your calendars fro the Spring show on Friday, May 21 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Iôm not saying what the 
show is yet because the students donôt know yet but be on the look-out because it will make you laugh! 
Musically yours, 

Mrs. Minick 


